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1957 

We have therefore agreed to serve as chairmen of an International Committee 
composed of world leaders in support of a world-wide protest against the South 
African Government’s apartheid policies. We are calling upon civic, labor, pro- 
fessional, political, church, educational and other leaders throughout the world 
to join in this campaign. We are urging them to plan public demonstrations on 
or about Human Rights Day, December io, 1957, to protest South Africa’s apart- 
heid and to demand that South Africa live up to its obligations under the United 
Nations Charter. As part of our participation in this campaign, we are sponsoring 
a freedom rally in New York City’s Manhattan Center on the evening of Decem- 
ber loth. Among the speakerswill be Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, SenatorJacob K 
Javits and Mr. Roy Wilkins. 

We want to personally extend an invitation to you to participate in this program. 
Your presence would greatly contribute to the success of this occasion. 

We know that you will do everything you can to support this undertaking. We 
look forward to your affirmative reply. 

Very sincerely yours, 
[signed] James A. Pike 
The Very Rev. James A. Pike 
United States Chairman 

[signed] Martin Luther King 
The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
United States Vice-chairman 

TLS. CB-CtY. 

To Marie F. Rodell 

13 November 1957 
[Alontgomery, Ala.] 

In  a 28 October letter to King, his literary agent Rodell recommended that his contract 
with Harper &Brothers be emended to include several revisions proposed by attorney 
Pauli Murray.’ In  the following letter King authorizes Rodell to renegotiate with 
Harper; a subsequent rider to the contract incorporated Kings requested changes.2 

1. At the request of Stanley Levison, attorney Pauli Murray reviewed King’s .L 7 October contract 
with Harper & Brothers and recommended detailed changes that she sent to Rodell (see Murray to 
Levison, 2 3  October ig57).AnnaPauline (Pauli) Murray (1910-1985), borninBaltimore, Maryland, 
earned a B.A. (1933) from Hunter College. In 1938 she was denied admission to graduate school at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill because of her race. Murray graduated from Howard 
University Law School with an LL.B. (ig44), first in her class and the only woman. While at Howard, 
Murray participated in sit-ins to desegregate several local restaurants. After being denied admission 
to Harvard University Law School because of her sex, she earned an LL.M. (1945) from Boalt Hall of 
the University of California. Believing there was a need for an “NAACP for women,” Murray was among 
the founders of the National Organization for Women (NOW) in 1966. At the age of sixtyseven Mur- 
ray became the first black woman ordained an Episcopal priest. 3l4 

2. Rodell to Harper & Brothers, 15 November 1957. 
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Mrs. Marie Rodell 
Literary Agent 
15 East 48th Street 
New York 17, New York 

Dear Mrs. Rodell: 

Enclosed is the Harper contract with my signature. I have read the contract very 
scrutinizingly. I have also read each of the suggestions that Pauli Murray made. I 
would like to ask you to urge Harpers to make the changes that Pauli Murray sug- 
gested under her points 1, 2,  3, 5, and 6.3 Points 4, 7, 8, 9, and 1 1  need not be 
pressed. 

I will be keeping in touch with you as my writing progresses. I am still working 
hard to have the first draft completed by the first of December. You will be re- 
ceiving some chapters from me in a few days. 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 

MLKmlb 
Enclosure 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 6A. 

3. Murray’s suggestions included offering King the option of participating with the publisher in 
potential copyright infringement suits; it also provided for his separate defense in suits against the 
publisher. She further advised that King retain control over the assignment of royalties. 

“Loving Your Enemies,” 
Sermon Delivered at 

Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 

[ I  7 November 195 71 
Montgomery, Ala. 

A week prior to delivering this sermon at his church, King had given a similar 
version at Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel in Washington, D. C., at the conclusion 
of Howard University School of Religionk Forty-Jirst Annual Convocation.’ Using 
Matthew 5:43 -45 as his text, King emphasizes that “hate for hate only intensijies 
the existence of hate and evil in the universe. . . . The strong person is the person who 
can cut off the chain of hate, the chain of evil. . . . and inject within the very structure 
of the universe that strong and powe$ul element of love.” This transcript is taken from 
an audio recording. 

17 Nov 
‘957 

1 .  King, “Love Your Enemies,” i o  November 1957. King also worked on a version of this sermon 
for the Journal OfReligious Thought; the reprint did not appear until 1970 (lournal of Religzous Thought 
27 [Summer Supplement 19701: pp. 31-41). 
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